Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


i 


TELLING  THE  STORY. . . 

SCHOOL  LUNCH 


LIT        A  R  Y 

CURpr  PFc 

tSt     NOV  i  4  ]35S  ■ 


U.  S.  DEPAn,  .c.,T  Of  AGRICULTURE 


and  SCHOOL  MILK 


•State  Fair  Audiences 


•  Civic  Organizations 


•Teachers'  Conferences 


•Parents*  Meetings 


AMS-104 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service 


March  1956 


THE  STORY 


Fig.    1   School   Lunch  Panel 
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WHY  AN  EXHIBIT.... 

The  active  support  and  cooperation  vital  to  a 
successful  school  lunch  or  school  milk 
program  can  be  gained  only  if  the  people 
affected  by  them  are  well  informed  about 
them.  One  way  to  assure  this  is  to  explain-- 
vieually-- the  purpose  of  the  programs  and  how 
they  work.  An  exhibit  can  tell  much  of  the 
story,  not  only  to  the  public  but  to  specific 
audiences- -to  educators,  administrators,  food 
service  groups,  dieticians  and  nutritionists, 
civic  organizations,  parents,  and  to  the 
students  themselves. 


USDA  EXHIBIT.... 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  is  using 
a  new,  three-panel  exhibit  (figs.  1,  2,  and  3) 
to  explain  the  programs  to  national  meetings 
of  groups  interested  in  them.  One  panel 
points  out  the  purpose  of  the  National  School 
Lunch  Program,  and  how  it  works  cooperatively. 
Another  shows  how  the  flow  of  foods  from  farm 
to  school  cafeteria  helps  expand  farmers' 
markets  as  well  as  contributes  to  children' s 
diets.  A  third  panel  demonstrates  how  the 
fecial  School  Milk  Program  encourages  child- 
ren to  drink  more  milk  by  making  it  available 
to  them  throughout  the  school  day. 


\        EXPANDING 
FOt  AMERICA'S  AOR 


N-16655 


Fig.   2   Expanding  Markets   Panel 


WHERE  THIS  BOOKLET  COMES  IN.... 
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Fig.  ^  School  Milk  Panel 


While  the  USDA  exhibit  is  being  shown  on  a 
national  scale,  this  kind  of  exhibit  also  is 
needed  on  a  State  or  local  level  to  reach 
people  who  are  interested  in  the  diet  and 
health  of  school  children.  But  at  the  very 
beginning  of  planning  for  an  exhibit,  many 
technical  questions  arise.  What  kind  of 
structure  will  best  suit  the  purposes  of  our 
particular  State?  How  can  we  attract 
audiences  to  the  exhibit?  What  kind  of 
visuals  will  get  the  story  across  to  viewers? 
The  following  pages  supply  ideas  as  a 
starting  point  for  a  State  exhibit.  They 
also  offer  some  USDA  materials  for  use  in  a 
School  Lunch  or  School  Milk  Exhibit. 


What  type  of  STRUCTURE  ? 


Fig.   4  Aluminum  Structure 


PEG  BOARD  AND  ALUMINUM  FOR  APPEARANCE  AND  FLEXIBILTY. . . . 

Peg  board  or  masonite  panels  and  an  aluminum  framework  make  an  attractive  setting  for 
visuals.  The  panels  measure  4'  x  6'  each.  With  peg  board,  it's  easy  to  attach  and  remove 
photographs,  lettered  signs,  and  art  work,  giving  the  exhibit  extra  flexibility  for  a 
variety  of  occasions.  Masonite  is  better  when  there  is  a  great  deal  of  lettering,  unless 
the  lettering  is  on  its  own  separate  sign.  The  framework  is  made  from  do-it-yourself 
aluminum  available  in  hardware  stores.  It  has  the  advantage  of  lightness--a  money-saver 
in  shipping,  as  well  as  being  easier  to  set  up  than  heavier  frameworks.  TTie  panels  can  be 
set  straight  or   tilted  on  the   framework. 

Shelves  provide  a  place  for  publications  and  for  attention- getters  such  as  a  quiz  panel 
device  or  equipment  for  a  tape-recorded  message  (see  page  6).  Spotlights,  to  emphasize 
certain  art  work  or  lettering,  can  be  added  to  the  framework.  White  pine  is  recommended 
for  the  shelves,  title  signs,  and  for  any  backing  needed  for  the  panels.  Plywood  and 
shelving  pine  will  be  needed  also,  for  shipping  containers.  Combined  cost  of  the  structure 
and  shipping  containers,  using  the  materials  mentioned  above,  will  run  about  $600  more  or 
less,  depending  on  the  kind  of  construction  facilities  available  to  you.  In  addition, 
there  will  be  costs    for  photographs,    art  work,    lettering,    and  for  extras  you  may  want. 


Fig!   5   Wooden  Structure 


LESS  EXPENSIVE,   STILL  ATTRACTIVE.... 


With  a  wooden  framework  and  masonite  panels,  the  exhibit  can  be  made  more  cheaply.  The 
framework  consists  of  wooden  poles,  1-1/2"  in  diameter.  Paint  or  lacquer  for  the  masonite 
panels  provide  an  effective  background  for  your  visuals.  In  this  sketch,  the  center  panel 
is  wider  than  the  two  end  panels--to  give  variety  in  design.  The  center  panel  measures 
40"  X  60",  while  the  two  end  panels  are  40"  square.  With  a  wider  center  panel,  you  can 
emphasize  the  best  of  your  visual  material  (photographs  or  transparencies  of  the  Special 
School  Milk  Program  or  the  School  Lunch  Program  in  action  in  your  own  State,  for  instance) 
or  point  up  a  particular  aspect  of  the  programs.  All  panels  can  be  made  the  same  size,  if 
you  prefer.  The  panels  in  this  structure  combine  to  make  one  unit. 

White  pine  is  recommended  for  title  signs  and  any  necessary  panel  backing.  A  burlap  or 
monks  cloth  "skirt"  completes  the  structure.  Estimated  cost  of  the  structure  and  shipping 
container  is  about  $200- -using  the  materials  indicated  above.  ITiis  cost  will  vary  accord- 
ing to  construction  facilities  available  to  you.  The  estimate  does  not  include  costs  for 
photographs,  art  work,  or  lettering. 


The  same  type  of  exhibit  could  be  made  with  aluminum  legs  for  about  $250.  The  legs  could 
be  designed  to  telescope  into  the  panels  for  shipping.  Extra  attractions  for  this  exhibit 
might  include  a  quiz  panel  device  set  on  a  table  in  front  of  the  center  panel,  or  a  tape- 
recorded  message  (see  page  6).  Publications  could  be  placed  in  wire  racks  attached  to  one 
of  the  panels. 


Fig.    6  Suitcase-type   Structure 


SUITCASE  EXHIBIT  FOR  EASY  TRANSPORTATION.... 


A  suitcase-style  exhibit   like  this  one  could 

be   carried   to   meetings    and   conventions    by 

automobile,    saving  shipping  costs.      When  the 

exhibit   is   set  up  on  a   table,    the   table-top 

in  front  makes  a  good  place  for  publications 

offered   to  viewers.      The   unit   is   hinged,    so  • 

that  the  end  panels   can  be   folded  against  the 

center   panel,    with  a   handle    for  carrying 

provided. 

Masonite  and  white  pine  construction,  with  illustration  board  for  the  panel  inserts,  is 
recommended.  The  framework  can  be  designed  so  that  the  panels  can  be  removed  for  easy 
replacement  of  the  visuals,  giving  more  flexibility  to  the  exhibit.  The  title  sign,  of 
white  pine,  fits  inside  the  "suitcase."  Estimated  cost:  $50,  not  including  photographs, 
art  work,  or  lettering.  A  quiz  panel  device  as  an  attention-getting  feature  of  the 
exhibit,  could  be  set  up  nearby,  or  on  the  table-top  in  front  of  the  exhibit.  Equipment 
for  a  tape-recorded  message  could  be  arranged  underneath  the  table  (see  page  6). 


An  even  simpler  form  of  the  suitcase  exhibit  would  consist  of  a  series  of  holding  cards 
with  art  work  or  photographs  mounted  on  them.  The  cards  could  be  carried  in  a  masonite 
case  similar  to  the  one  sketched  above.  At  the  showing,  the  cards  could  be  arranged  in 
various  ways  on  a  table.  Double-thick  illustration  board,  or  masonite,  would  make  good 
holding  cards,  with  cardboard  or  wooden  supports  constructed  on  the  backs  of  the  cards  to 
hold  them  upright.  The  cards  also  could  be  held, together  with  fabric  webbing,  and  designed 
to  fold  up,  accordion- style. 


What  gets  ATTENTION  ? 


RECORDED  MESSAGE  DRAWS  INTEREST.... 

A  device  that  repeats  a  tape-recorded  message 
will  attract  more  viewers  to  your  exhibit. 
Some  machines  are  designed  to  repeat  a 
message  when  the  viewer  steps  on  a  mat  in 
front  of  the  exhibit.  Try  an  electronics 
distributor  for  information  on  this  type  of 
equipment. 


Fig.  7  Quiz  Device 
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Fig.  8  Quiz  Device  Diagram 


QUIZ  DEVICE  HOLDS  ATTENTION.... 

TTiis  quiz  device,  of  relatively  simple  con- 
struction, gives  your  audience  a  chance  for 
participation.  A  series  of  questions,  with 
multiple-choice  answers,  are  printed  on  a 
card  or  on  the  exhibit  itself,  above  the 
quiz  device.  The  viewer  turns  the  dial  to 
the  number  of  the  question  he  is  answering, 
and  presses  the  button  above  the  letter  that 
matches  his  chosen  answer.  If  his  answer  is 
right,  "True"  lights  up,  and  a  chime  sounds. 
If  his  answer  is  wrong,  "False"  lights  up, 
and  a  buzzer  sounds.  An  electrician  can 
build  the   quiz  device  at   little  cost. 


PUBLICATIONS  CONTINUE  YOUR  STORY.... 

Publications  capitalize  on  the  interest 
created  by  the  exhibit  to  tell  more  about  the 
programs.  These  wire  holders,  attached  to 
the  exhibit  panels,  are  handy  for  distribut- 
ing publications.  They  come  in  different 
widths,  some  adjustable.  Try  your  local 
building  supply  dealer  for  size  and  price 
information. 


Fig.  9   Publications   Holder 
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tl/hat  kind  of  VISUALS  ? 


The  type  of  visuals  you  use  will  depend  upon 
photographic  and  art  facilities  available  to 
you,  as  well  as  upon  your  preferences  for 
subject  matter.  Perhaps  you'll  want  to  use 
some  of  the  pictures  shown  here. 

The  pictures  on  this  page,  symbolizing  the 
movement  of  foods  from  farm  to  school 
cafeteria,  are  available  as  black-and-white 
photographs,  18"  x  24"  or  smaller,  to  use  in 
building  an  exhibit. 
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You'll  have  good  opportunities  right  in  your  own  State  to  obtain  pictures  of  the 
School  Lunch  Program  and  School  Milk  Program  in  action.  With  your  own  pictures, 
you' 11  be  able  to  emphasize  the  aspects  of  the  programs  most  appropriate  to  your 
particular  State.  In  addition,  you'll  enjoy  the  advantage  of  pictures  with  a  local 
interest. 

The  pictures  above  were  used  in  the  form  of  color  transparencies  in  the  School  Milk 
panel  of  the  USDA  exhibit.  They're  available  in  black  and  white,  18"  x  24"  or 
smaller,  for  use  in  making  an  exhibit.  In  addition,  the  photograph  shown  on  the 
cover  of  this  booklet  is  available  in  the  18"  x  24"  size  or  smaller,  for  use  in  an 
exhibit. 

If  you  want  any  of  the  photographs  offered  in  this  booklet  to  use  in  building  an 
exhibit  on  the  School  Lunch  or  School  Milk  programs,  contact  your  area  office  of  the 
Food  Distribution  Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture. 
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